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about forty-five, was taken into Queen’s
Ward on the evening of Saturday, May 30,
with a deeply incised wound of the throat,
which she had infilcted on herself. Con-
siderable hemorrhage had taken place ;
pulse exceedingly small and weak, and sur-
face of the body cold ; the instrument had
passed into the trachea, between the
cricoid cartilage and thyroid, and probably
a small branch from one of the thyroideal
arteries was divided, as a small quantity of
arterial blood was spit up, but there was no
vessel secured ; the wound in the trachea
was brought together by means of a suture,
taking care not to pass the needle through
the lining membrane ; the lips of the exter-
nal wound kept in apposition by sutures,
and the patient placed in bed, with the head
raised by pillows, so as to bring the chin
forwards towards the cheat. She has not
had any unfavourable symptom since.

On Sunday, May 31, a patient of Mr. 
Tyrrell’s, in Edward’s Ward, endeavoured 
to put a period to his existence by hanging
himself, but was fortunately discovered and
cut down before he had effected his pur-
pose.

HOPITAL DE LA CHARITE.

AFFECTION OF THE CIRCULATION. 
i

C. L., eetat. 30, was, on the 6th of May,
1829, admitted on account of a very curious
periodical affection of the circulation ; once
or twice a month he was suddenly seized
with violent pain in the thorax, especially
on the left side ; the pulse, which, at other
times, was lather slow, became very fre-
quent, and, in the region of the right com-
mon carotid, a very violent throbbing was
seen, by which the integuments were raised
to a considerable extent ; the frequency of
the pulsations was so great as to be hardly
ascertainable, but must have been at least
240 in a minute ; they were regular in force
and rythm, and the paroxysm subsided after
a few hours, and tranquillity was gradually
restored. The first impression of At. Ler-
minier, under whose care the patient came,
was, that the rapid pulsations in the ante-
rior region of the neck, proceeded from the
carotid, and that the disease was merely a
nervous affection of that vessel, similar to
palpitation of the heart, arising from its
sympathy with other organs ; on a closer
examination, however, it was found that the
carotids on both sides corresponded with
the pulse at the wrist, as did also the tem.
poral, axillary, and crural alteries ; the only
manner, therefore, in which the periodical 
throbbing at the neck could be accounted
for, was its being situated in the jugular
veins, an explauation which also, in some

respect, corresponded with the examination
of the heart by the stethoscope ; its pulsa- 
tions, which were not heard in a greater 

’

circumference than usual, were eerv tumul-
tuous, and the sound of the auricles con.
siderably louder than is generally the case.
The patient stated that fifteen yearsaau!.e
had had the first attack of the above kind,
that it had subsequently returned with mo:’e
or less frequency, and that about four years
previous to his admission at the hospital,
the fits had considerably increased in length,
so as sometimes to be of twenty-four hours’
duration ; within the last two years they
had diminished in violence and frequency,
but had, latterly, again become very trouhle.
some, though of less frequency than before.
The attacks observed no regular period, and
generally came on spontaneously; from the
6th of May to the 2d of June he had
two fits, one of ten, the other of fourteen
hours ; his general health was not affected,
and the most careful examination of the
heart and lungs by the stethoscope, except
during the paroxysms, detected nothing of
a morbid nature.-Lancette Fran&ccedil;aise. c.

HOPITAL DES VENEEIENS.

TUMOUR IN THE CAVTrI’ OF THE SKULL,
BETWEEN THE OPTIC NERVES.

L. A., wtat. 29, was, on the l9tb of
March, 1829, admitted with the following
symptoms: the left nostril was consider.

ably enlarged, impervious, and its upper
portion filled with a dark-coloured humour;
the eyeball of the same side was consider.
ably protruded, and somewhat pushed up-
wards and laterally, but appeared, in other
respects, healthy, except that there was a

slight inflammation of the conjunctiva, aris-
ing, no doubt, from the globe being not
covered with the eyelids ; the sight was not
impaired. Above the left orbit there was a
hard tumour one inch in diameter, and of a
globnlair form, apparently fixed in the bone,
and free from pain ; the cutaneous cover-
ings were moveable over it, and not dis.

eased ; the patientlad a stightheadacu,an;l
some pain in the left nostril; her gencral
health seemed unimpaired. It appeared,
on inquiry, that she had never had any pri.
mary symptoms, although she had been
much exposed to the danger of irfection;
sl,e had, during the last sii months, been
subject to coutinual slight headach, aud the
tumour Lad been slowly forming three
months before that period; she had not

used any remedies, except the decoetim of
sarsaparilla and emollient fumigations. sl.

Gilbert, under whose care she was admitted,
was, for some time, doubtful as to tlte nstura
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oithe disease ; but after having watched the
case for a few days, decided on treating it as
syphilitic, and accordingly prescribed the

decoct.sars&aelig;., with the oxymuriate of mer-
cury. Under the use of these remedies,
the tumour on the forehead rapidly increased
in size, and the skin over it became hot,
intiamed, and painful; a very fetid matter

began to be discharged from the left noutril.
The antisyphilitic treatment was accordingly
discontinued, and nothing but an emollient
pouldee applied to the diseased parts. On
the 10th of April, the tumour on the fore-
head was of the size of a hen’s egg, but had
become softer, and a slight fluctuation could
be felt in it ; the pain had considerably in-
creased ; the left eye was forcibly pro-
truded from the orbit ; the right began also
to be more prominent than usual ; vision
was impaired in neither. On the 1st of

May, cerebral symptoms were observed for
the first time; the patient was occasionally
delirious, insensible, &c., and began to

vomit her food. The swelling of the nose
rapidly increased, and a dark-coloured,
fleshy mass was protruded from the left
nostril; the tumour on the -forehead having
attained the size of two fists, extended from
the left supra-orbital region, to the internal
angle of the right eye ; the skin, by which
it was covered, was ecchymosed to a large I
extent; and above the left orbit an ulcera-
tion had formed, from which a small quantity
of sanious matter was discharged ; vision had
become indistinct in both eyes. On the

15th, the tumour on the forehead, and
swelling of the nose, having further in-
creased, so as to form almost one mass ; a

large quantity of bloody pus issued from the e
left nostril; the ulcer over the left orbit dis-
charged much dark-coloured blood, and the
tumour was also ulcerated in two places
over the right orbit. In this frightful con-
dition the patient lingered till the 25th of

May, when she died, after having been for
some days in a state of complete insensi-
bilitv.
On examination of thebody, the tumour on

the forehead was found to form a prominence
of about four inches, and extended from the
upper part of the frontal bone to the middle
portion of the nose, and from the anterior
angle of the left eye to the middle of the right
orbit-, the root of the nose and the inner
part of each orbit were forcibly protruded.
Un examining the brain, the lower parts of
the anterior lobes were found softened to a
very great extent ; the left contained a con-
siderable quantity of semi.,putrid pus ; on

raising the brain, a very hard tumour of
globular form VIas found between the optic
nerves and the .maller alre of the sphenoid
bone, in the place of the lamina cribrosa of
the ethmoid bone, which was completely
destroyed ; this tumour extended into the

substance of the brain, and formed, as it
were, the centre of the cerebral softening.
The tumour on the forehead was firmly ad-
herent to the skin, and was found to be con-
nected with that within the skull, from
which it had protruded through the left
frontal sinus, by means of a small opening
in the frontal bone ; the left frontal sinus
itself was filled with a fleshy mass ; on the left side, the orbital portion of the frontal
bone was destroyed to a considerable ex-

tent ; and through the aperture, the tumour
protruded into the orbit. The os unguis
was destroyed on both sides; in the right
orbit, the tumour in the skull was also found
to protrude, but to a smaller extent than on -
the left. The left cavity of the nose was
completely filled by the mass of the tumour,
a part of which extended even into the
antrum of that side ; the septum nasi was
forcibly pushed towards the right side, but
not diseased. It appears, accordingly, that
the swelling of the nose and the tumouis on
the forehead and in the orbits were all con-
nected, and, as it were, arising from the
morbid growth in the skull, with which
they also corresponded in their substance,
which was evidently that of softened tuber-
cles, with cavities filled with bloody puru-
lent matter; that portion of the tumour

which was in. the nose, somewhat partook of
the character of a polypous growth ; and in
those parts where the skin had ulcerated, it
resembled fungus h&aelig;matodes.&mdash;La Clinique.

ROAYL SOCIETY.-F.R.S.’S.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Amongst the 11 on dits of the p-re-
sent day, not one of the least remarkable is
the snug nest which members of the medi-
cal profession are determined to make of
the Royal Society ; in other words, the con.
version of an insti:utiou founded on the
most liberal principles, into an engine for
party purposes and self-interest. Par

exemple; it has transpired that the bonus,
or quid pro quo, held out to Mr. Warburton
for his exertions in bringing forward the

Anatomy Bill, was to have been his elec-
tion to the President’s Chair, on the resig-
nation of Davies Gilbert; and that, on the
faith of this promise, the rider was added to
the Bill between two and three o’clock in
the morning. The Bill having failed, it now

remains to bf seen if the promise will be
fulfilled. In the mean time, not to be idle,
the worthies concerned have resolved to

make or dub Mr. Bransby Cooper, of lithic
renown, an F.R.S., whose qualification for
that honourable distinction is, it seems,


